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Everyone has a story; here is the story behind New York author John 

Nuckel. 

John grew up in the welfare apartments of a middle-class town. 

“I’ll meet you there,” he’d always say to his friends. Couldn’t have 

them seeing the two-bedroom apartment in which he lived with four 

siblings and his mom. 

John walked in two worlds back then. Jock and good student in 

school. Getting busted for smashing car windshields back in the 

neighborhood. Once, he and his brothers broke into an apartment, 

then proudly walked around waving the gun they’d found. 

They didn’t have much food, the furniture was charity, the TV a small black-and-white. He went to bed hungry 

many nights. What they did have was a mother with a creative spirit. They had music—her record collection was 

bigger than all of theirs combined. They had books. A new book every two weeks. John devoured them. 

The ingredients to develop “John the author” were tossed in the pot at an early age. The old-school music—Sina-

tra, Benny Goodman, Artie Shaw. Reading “grown-up” books before he was ten—Dickens, Swift, Hemingway, 

Chandler, and too many more to list. He’d finish a novel then go hop the fence to the schoolyard to see what his 

buddies were up to, back behind the handball courts.

Those nights with an empty stomach is what he remembers most. That’s what drove him to a successful career in 

the financial world. The creative spirit he doesn’t have to remember; it is always there. It took him a while to have 

the courage to tap into it. Yes, courage.

The courage to work on a story when he should have been doing something to make money. To put his deepest 

thoughts and heartfelt words into print. To allow others to judge his work.

Now he goes to bed with a full stomach, but it is the creative spirit that keeps him awake. Rising early with 

thoughts of plot twists and character development.

Maybe hunger has nothing to do with it. Maybe it’s his drive.
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SYNOPSIS FOR 
DRIVE
Et Omnia Recta—to make things right. 

In the late 1800s, a secret society is formed by a captain from 

Teddy Roosevelt’s Rough Riders with the support of the nation’s 

leading industrialists and bankers. Over a century later, the tradition 

continues, in the same saloons and boardrooms of New York City 

where it all began.

In this crime thriller, where history and current events unite, Wood-

bury Kane, Jacob Riis, and Roosevelt himself fight the tyranny of 

Tammany Hall in the first mission of the Volunteers during the turn 

of the last century.

In today’s New York, the descendants of the Volunteers recruit Annie 

Falcone, a New York police officer, who takes the oath: Et Omnia 

Recta. She is to provide protection to one man, America’s top 

technological mind, from his longtime adversary, Sheng, China’s 

most brutal hacker. 

Annie is unaware that she’s merely a decoy to draw Sheng out for 

the hit squad that was sent ahead of her. Her instincts alone will be 

the force behind the success or failure of the mission. 

Like so many other Volunteers before her, Annie’s survival depends 

upon her courage, her skill, and her DRIVE. 

SHORT SYNOPSIS FOR DRIVE

In this crime thriller, history and current events unite through a New 

York secret society, established in the late 1800s by the country’s 

elite. The purpose of The Volunteers is to intercede when typical 

rules of justice cannot. NYPD officer Annie Falcone becomes the 

latest key component in the ongoing work of The Volunteers.
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CONTACT INFO
John is available for book signings, author talks, and interviews.

Contact him through his publisher via the information below,

or directly at johnnuckel@gmail.com

Website: www.johnnuckel.com

 https://www.facebook.com/johnnuckel

 @johnnuckel 

Contact the publisher directly at:
www.thewordverve.com

writenow@thewordverve.com

Attn: Janet Fix
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